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Line 

# 

Original Prose Version Notes 

1 Let us, as 

much as now 

within us lies, 

To the extent 
that we are now 
able, let us 

 

2 Cherish these 

moments, and 

the memories 

appreciate and 
value the time 
we now have 
together, as well 
as our memories 

 

3 Of others 

such, not 

letting 

Cupid’s cease 

of other similar 
times, not 
allowing the 
death of our 
romantic 
relationship  

Cupid: In ancient times Cupid (or Eros) was held to be the source of lustful and romantic passions which destabilized both 

marriages and nations and the quest to control him or kill his influence was important to many philosophers. The playwright 
Euripides was the first to introduce the image of the love god with bow and arrows which underlies our modern symbol for 
falling in love – the arrow through the heart. In Greek tradition, the concept of Eros expanded to include all forms of love, 
but in the Roman tradition, Cupid remained all about sexual lust. 
http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~loxias/eros.htm  

4 Cry knell to 

friendship. 

Though he 

dearly dies, 

to kill our 
friendship. 
Although it is 
costly and 
painful to lose 
the romantic 
dimension, 

Cry knell: A reference to the tolling of the knell – a bell sounded at a funeral and which figuratively symbolizes a warning 

of the passing away of something*.  See http://dictionary.reference.com/wordoftheday/archive/1999/06/04.html  
knell \NEL\, verb: 1. The stoke (sic) of a bell tolled at a funeral or at the death of a person; a death signal; a passing bell; 
hence, figuratively, a warning of, or a sound indicating, the passing away of anything.  
intransitive verb: 1. To sound as a knell; especially, to toll at a death or funeral; hence, to sound as a warning or evil omen.  

• The curfew tolls the knell of parting day, The lowing herd wind slowly o'er the lea, The ploughman homeward plods his 
weary way, And leaves the world to darkness and to me. -- Gray, Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard 

• The Bell invites me. Hear it not, Duncan, for it is a Knell, -- That summons thee to Heaven, or to Hell. Shakespeare, 
Macbeth 

• All the morning the funeral knell has been tolling. -- Besant & Rice, The Chaplain of the Fleet 

• Not worth a blessing nor a bell to knell for thee. -- Fletcher, The Spanish Curate 
From the Old English cnyll, cnell, "the sound of bells." 
“Cry” also foreshadows the crying in the next sentence of the poem. 

5 Let’s 

celebrate with 

piercéd 

shining eyes 

let’s celebrate, 
even while we 
cry, 

piercéd: …despite our tears and the pain they represent when we die to our natural instincts as Christ did when he 

allowed himself to be pierced on the cross – the archaic form “piercéd” echoes the use of the term in religious texts, poetry 
and hymns and suggests an ancient reference 
shining: eyes shine both with tears and with joy 
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6 The new 

enlargement 

of those 

mysteries 

the way this 
death can 
increase our 
appreciation of 
the complexity 
and of the 
spiritual 
dimensions 

Mysteries: 

• The Orthodox term for "Sacrament", the means by which God's Grace is imparted to us by His Holy Orthodox Church. 
Only Orthodox Christians may receive the Holy Mysteries. http://euphrosynoscafe.com/resources/glossary.html    
• A term derived from the Latin word mysterium. Mystery is also closely related to the Latin word mysterium tremendum, 
which is a term used to express the overwhelming awe and sense of unknowable mystery felt by those to whom some 
aspect of God or of divine being is revealed. Mystery is an event or situation that appears to overwhelm understanding. Its 
province is the unnatural, unmentioned, and unseen. www.georgiasouthern.edu/~dougt/goth.html 

• Any matter that is hidden, secret, unexplained or inexplicable, beyond human knowledge or comprehension, such as a 
religious truth known only from Divine Revelation. http://miriams-well.org/Glossary/ 

• A reality which we cannot fully grasp intellectually, or for which we have no reasoned explanation. Before mystery one 
retains a certain awe along with the yearning to explore and comprehend. For Jung, life itself and each individual was 
such a mystery. http://www.mindmendtherapy.com/page8_jung_key_concepts.htm 

7 Of discourse: 

soul’s and 

flesh’s 

discoveries, 

of relationship: 
the insights 
(previously and 
to be) achieved 
through the 
interaction (and 
discipline) of our 
minds, emotions 
and bodies 

Restraint in our relationship can in fact take it and our other relationships onto a higher plane, and we can choose that it be 
enriched rather than damaged by our previous experiences together; thus we can be grateful for what we have learned. 
Discourse: Conversation, communication, relationship, non-sexual intercourse, considered discussion, with the potential 

of being a “sermon” to others. http://wordnet.princeton.edu/perl/webwn 

• extended verbal expression in speech or writing  

• to consider or examine in speech or writing; "The article covered all the different aspects of this question"  

• sermon: an address of a religious nature (usually delivered during a church service)  

• converse: carry on a conversation  

• hold forth: talk at length and formally about a topic;  

• discussion: an extended communication (often interactive) dealing with some particular topic; "the book contains an 
excellent discussion of modal logic"  

8 Added as 

laurels to each 

other’s prize. 

can enhance the 
spiritual prize for 
which we both 
strive. 

… as exhorted by St Paul in 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 and in Philippians 3:12-14 
Laurels: The laurel wreath symbolized success in sport, study and leadership in ancient Greece and Rome. Paul said that 

that in order to win the prize, a runner must discipline his body – a theme echoed by the call in this poem to let Cupid’s 
(Eros’s) influence upon our relationship die. In the context of 1 Corinthians 9, the prize that Paul was striving for, and 
exhorted his listeners to strive for, was the salvation of as many people of different cultures as possible, a goal which he 
said was worth the giving up of certain freedoms to achieve when the exercise of those freedoms might compromise the 
effectiveness of his witness. In Philippians 3:12-14 he uses the metaphor of the prize for the goal of his own ultimate 
perfection (wholeness). 

9 Then, let us 

coolly choose 

the sacrifice 

For these 
reasons, let us 
calmly choose to 
sacrifice 

As Christ, our example, did… 
Ephesians 5:2 and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice 

to God. 

10 Of valued 

passion for 

very valiant 

peace 

the romantic 
passion we 
valued in order 
to obtain and 
express the 
same 
courageous and 
effective peace 

Valued Passion: We valued it, and it is objectively valuable, so our sacrifice of it is meaningful 
Valiant Peace: Ephesians 2: 14-17 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the 

barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose 
was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to 
God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far away 
and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. (The context is 
Paul’s reassurance to the Ephesians that even though they are not Jews, they are united with the Jewish believers through 
their faith in Christ; by extension this has been interpreted to mean that Christ unites any people who believe in him). 
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11 That rules 

with justice 

o’er our 

yielded lease 

that God 
expresses and 
creates in his 
just rule over our 
lives which he 
has redeemed; 

Rules with justice: Isaiah 9:6-7: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders, and he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of 
his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and for ever… 
O’er: Archaic contraction of “over”, necessary for the metre, but also appropriate to the ancient references. 
Yielded: 1.The doctrine of salvation by grace through faith is that although God through the sacrifice of his sinless Son has 

already done what is necessary to cleanse us from our sin and make us acceptable to him, for this to be effective in the 
individual’s life, s/he must repent and believe i.e. yield to the grace provided) (Mark 1:15; Romans 12:1-2; Ephesians 2:8; 
Galatians 2:20-21, 3: 6-14; etc.). 
2. The redemption of our “lease” (see below) is a buying back of our enslaved souls from Satan, who is forced to yield the 
lease to the redeemer. 
Lease: 1. The lease of physical life - We owe our physical existence to God who gave us life: Without his Spirit, we are 
dust (Genesis 2:7). By extension, as Creator, he owns us as one owns land, and we live inside our bodies by his 
permission, like tenants. We are mortal and our “lease on life” is short, and not within our control. (Genesis 3:19). 
Leviticus 25:23 “The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you are but aliens and my 

tenants.” The whole of Leviticus 25 lays out the concept of redemption, where land or slaves can be bought back under the 
Jubilee laws. All ownership is leasehold because the freeholder is God himself and he determines the laws of possession. 
Matt 21: 33-41 The parable of the tenants tells of the consequences to tenants who refuse to recognize their obligations to 

their landlord under their lease 
2. The lease of spiritual life - I Corinthians 6: 19-20 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who 

is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honour God 
with your body.” 

12 And flattens 

mountains to 

make 

valleys rise. 

that same peace 
(comfort) which 
causes a straight 
highway (for the 
good news) to be 
prepared in 
rough places. 

Isaiah 40: 1-4 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God, Speak tenderly to Jerusalem and proclaim to her that her hard 

service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her 
sins. A voice of one calling: “In the desert prepare the way for the LORD, make straight in the wilderness a highway for our 
God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the 
rugged places plain, and the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the 

LORD has spoken.” 

13 That bonds 

beyond the 

fail or 

flawed 

surprise 
14 of Nature, 

which forth 

from 

Father’s 

Spirit flies. 

That (love and 
peace) which 
proceeds from 
our Father God’s 
Spirit binds us 
far more tightly 
than the 
inherently flawed 
union that we 
might achieve by 
following our 
natural instincts. 

Galatians 4:6 Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, 

Father." 
Romans 5:5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 

whom he has given us. 
Ephesians 4:3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
Galatians 5:16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 
Surprise of Nature: While sometimes a source of surprising delight, our natural instincts can also surprise us with their 

power, suddenness and destructive capacity. The capitalization of Nature refers to Nature personified (see History under 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mother_Nature ), the source of all things natural and therefore not good or bad in itself, but 
having the potential to surprise us with outcomes that are either negative or positive for us.  Our flesh is part of Nature but 
it becomes “sinful nature” (with a small “n”, as in Gal 5.16) when we fail by indulging it against the urging of our higher 
selves (God – in the context of this poem). 

 


